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To whom it may concern

Europa House in Uzbekistan Lershy confirms thal in the framework of European Union’s Cooperation
with Ugbekistan, education and support to vulnerable populations has always been one of the top
priorities, and European Commission consistently includes actions aimed at supporting these sectors in its
annual Aclion Proprammes

Tn this cortext, we would like 1o zspecially note the role of the National Centre for Social Adaptation of
Children established and operatin;j at the personal initiative of its Director, Mrs. Lolz Karimova.

Since its esiablishment, the NCSAC has been actively involved in EU-Uzbek cooperation actions.
Namely, the NCSAC has recently finalised implementation of the small project “Improving Inclusion for
Disabled Young People through Invironmental Education” in the framework of Institution Building and
Partnership Programme. The project was amongst the seven proposals seleeted under the IRPP Call for
Proposals organised in 2008 by the European Commission. The project team suceessfully accomplished
the main cbijectives such as promoting the inclusion of disabled young people and raising the quality of
learning by both disabled and able young people through developing and implementing an inclusive
approach to formal znd non-form:] environmental education in Uzbekistan, This and other initiatives lead
by the NCSAC will undoubtediy create nceessary conditions for successful implementation of the
forthcoming mainstream project oatlined below.

During the past 2-3 years, the NCSAC has been actively promoting a major project on Inclusive
Educatign of Children with Spccia] Needs in Uzbekistan aimed at creating institutional, legal and social
conditions enablmg children wit: diszbilities to study in mainstream schools as opposed to traditional
‘special inmitution® based education. The project has been approved by the European Union for funding
under the Action Programme 201') with a budget of 3.7 mln. euros and is due to start later this year. The
project is sxpected ta help improve the situation in the sector using best EU practices adupted to the
Uzbek soc:zl, historical and tradit onal context, and to produce comprehensive draft legislation supported
by specific actions to demonstrate viability of the proposed reforms.

We are lcoking forward to starting implementation of this very mmportant mitiative which should
contribute lo further improvemen: of the conditions for children with special needs in Uzbckistan.
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